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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 5531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETEL, NR, UR, US 

SUBJECT: APPROACH TO MFA ON SOVIET RADIO INTERFERENCE 
REF: STATE 90201 (NOTAL) 

1 . E/C COUNSELOR CALLED ON FEDOSEYEV, DEPUTY CHIEF OF USA 
DIVISION, MFA, ON APRIL 22 TO RAISE ISSUE OF CONTINUED 
DISRUPTIVE SOVIET RADIO EMISSIONS. 

2. COUNSELOR REVIEWED HISTORY OF PROBLEM, RECALLING JULY 
1976 TRANSMISSIONS, FOUR FCC APPROACHES TO USSR MINISTRY OF 
POST AND COMMUNICATIONS AFTER AUGUST 1976, SOVIET RESPONSE 
OF DECEMBER 3 WHICH INDICATED ABATEMENT OF SIGNAL, OUR NOTE 
OFDECEMBER 20 TO MFA WHEN THIS DID NOT OCCUR, THE IN- 
ADEQUATE SOVIET RESPONSE OF JANUARY 7 AND THE MOST RECENT 
DISCUSSION WITH FEDOSEYEV ON FEBRUARY 4 WHEN HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
MATTER WAS SERIOUS AND PROMISED TO LOOK INTO IT PROMPTLY. 
COUNSELOR STRESSED THIS WAS NOT AN ISSUE ONLY BETWEEN OUR 
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RESPECTIVE MINISTRIES OF COMMUNICATIONS BUT ONE WHICH 
SERIOUSLY INVOLVED THE SAFETY OF HUMAN LIFE. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT MAIN US INTEREST, WHICH SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
PRESUMABLY SHARED, WAS THAT SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA OR AIR 
SHOULD NOT BE JEOPARDIZED BY THESE DISRUPTIVE EMISSIONS. 

THE SIGNALS HAMPER RESCUE OPERATIONS. WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT 
THERE HAS YET BEEN NO TRAGEDY WHICH COULD BE ASSOCIATED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WITH THE DISRUPTIVE SOVIET FREQUENCY, THIS COULD OBVIOUSLY 
OCCUR AT ANY TIME. COUNSELOR SAID HE WAS CERTAIN SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT WOULD WISH NEITHER TO BE THE CAUSE OF SUCH AN 
EVENT NOR TO SEE ISSUE THEREBY RAISED TO NOTORIETY. IN 
SUMMATION, COUNSELOR SAID THAT IN VIEW OF ALL THE FOREGOING, 
INCLUDING THE SOVIET RECOGNIATION OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
ISSUE, THE USG HOPED AND EXPECTED THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
WOULD PROMPTLY PUT A STOP TO THE DISRUPTIONS. 

3. IN RESPONSE FEDOSEYEV STATED THAT HE HAD INDEED LOOKED 
INTO THE ISSUE, AS HE HAD PROMISED TO DO, AND REITERATED THAT 
IT WAS VERY SERIOUS. HE HAD BEEN INFORMED BY HIS AUTHORITIES, 
HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS AN INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
UNION. US AUTHORITIES COULD GET IN TOUCH WITH THE ITU ON 

THE SUBJECT IF THEY DESIRED. 

4. COUNSELOR STATED THAT WE WERE WELL AWARE OF EXISTENCE 
OF ITU AND RECALLED THAT SOVIET MINISTRY OF POST AND 
COMMUNICATIONS MESSAGE OF DECEMBER 3, 1976, HAD SUBSEQUENTLY 
BEEN PASSED TO THE ITU ON DECEMBER 16, AS STATED IN THE SOVIET 
NOTE OF JANUARY 7, 1977. COUNSELOR SAID HE WAS SURE THAT HIS 
OWN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOT REGARD THIS AS A SATISFACTORY 
RESPONSE. IT WAS WITHIN THE POWER OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, 

NOT THE ITU, TO EXTINGUIST TRANSMISSIONS. ALL IT HAD TO 

DO WAS PUT A STOP TO THEM. 

5. 

FEDOSEYEV SAID, SOMEWHAT WEARILY, THAT HE WOULD OF COURSE 
REPORT WHAT COUNSELOR HAD SAID. HOWEVER, HE HAD TO SAY THAT 
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HIS AUTHORITIES HAD INSTRUCTED HIM TO MENTION THE ITU. 

6. IN CONCLUSION COUNSELOR REITERATED HOPE THAT SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT WOULD ACT PROMPTLY TO TERMINATE THE DISRUPTIONS, 
SINCE THIS WOULD BE THE SIMPLE SOLUTION, OBVIATING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF DEBATING THIS ISSUE IN AN INTERNATIONAL FORUM. 

7. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE PUT THIS CASE 
ABOUT AS STRONGLY AS POSSIBLE TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, WHICH CAN ENTERTAIN NO DOUBTS ABOUT THE SERIOUSNESS 
WITH WHICH WE VIEW THE MATTER. IF THE DISRUPTIONS DO NOT 
CEASE, THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY 
OF ASSOCIATING ITSELF WITH OTHER INTERESTED COUNTRIES AND 
RAISING THE SUBJECT IN THE ITU, IF THIS IS THE APPROPRIATE 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM. IN THIS CONTEXT WE NOTE PESSIMISTIC 
VIEW EXPRESSED BY NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL TO EMBASSY 
OSLO (OSLO 6394) THAT SANCTIONS IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS AREA 
ARE NONEXISTENT. IF THIS BE THE CASE, AND IF THE INTER- 
FERENCE IS OF A MILITARY NATURE, THERE IS PROBABLY LITTLE 
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MORE WHICH WE WILL BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH HERE BY PROTESTS. 
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